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· BRIEF ON  NON-PARTICIPATION OF INDIAN HORSES AT 16TH ASIAN GAMES

· 1.
The AQSIQ (General Administration for Quality, Supervision, Inspection and Quarantine of the People’s Republic of China) apprised Govt of India the Quarantine & Health Protocol for participating horses to Asian Games on 24 May 2010 as per which the horses were required to enter China after 97 days residency and Pre Export Quarantine in one of the third countries specified by them.  India tried this arrangement with Germany, S Korea, Japan, UAE, Malaysia and Thailand for 3 months but the same did not work out due to limitations of each country.  The arrangements were almost finalized with Malaysia wherein at the last minute Malaysia informed India that as per China’s directive, their facility was not approved for India.

· 2.
Since Indian participating horses were already in quarantine since Sep 2009, a direct entry permission from AQSIQ for Indian horses was requested.  The AQSIQ detailed a nine-member Chinese Delegation, which visited India from 13 Sep to 18 Sep 2010, inspected the quarantine facility of Indian horses at Bangalore, lab facilities at NRCE Hisar, and were fully satisfied.  Few improvements recommended by them were implemented.  A detailed bilateral meeting between Chinese Delegation, Govt of India and EFI was held in Delhi on 18 Sep 10 wherein it was decided to prepare a special protocol for India for testing of animals.  As for the diseases not prevalent in India, it was decided to issue a certificate of ‘disease free status’ by Govt of India.  It was also decided to place two AQSIQ representative Chinese Veterinary Officers at Bangalore.  

· 3.
The special protocol for Indian horses was issued by AQSIQ in mid-October 2010, wherein India was asked to test the participating horses for following 18 diseases including 6 diseases which have never been reported in India.  This was in sharp discrimination with other countries that were required to test their horses for only 6 diseases.

· (a)
Equine Infectious Anaemia

· (b)
Equine Influenza

· (c)
Equine Piroplasmosis

· (d)
West Nile/Kunjin Virus Infection

· (e)
Glanders

· (f)
Dourine

· (g)
Surra

· (h)
Equine Viral Arteritis

· (j)
Strangles

· (k)
Salmonella Abortus equi

· (l)
Equine Rhinopneumonitis (EHV-1)

· (m)
Equine Rhinopneumonitis (EHV-4)

· (n)
African Horse Sickness 

· (o)
Hendra Virus Infection

· (p)
Nipah Virus Infection


                      Never reported in India.  

· (q)
Equine Encephalomyelitis (Eastern)

· (r)
Equine Encephalomyelitis (Western)


· (s)
Venezuelan Encephalomyelitis

· 4.
AQSIQ was approached by Govt of India to waive off testing for exotic/not reported diseases and accept Govt Certificate for them as agreed on 18 Sep 10 meeting, which was not agreed.

· 5.
Two representative Chinese Vets were stationed at Bangalore wef 21 Oct 10, on invitation at Indian  expenses. They were fully satisfied with test reports and health status of Indian horses and found no sign of ill-health in any of them. They have given a signed certificate saying the horses are healthy and fit to travel to china based on their daily clinical examination and all lab reports They regularly submitted their reports to AQSIQ.

· 6.
The samples from the Indian horses were tested as following:-

· 

(a)
Tested  in India at NRCE, Hisar (samples sent on 21 Oct 10) – All 

Tests Negative

· i.
Equine Infectious Anaemia

· ii.
Equine Influenza

· iii.
Equine Piroplasmosis

· iv.
West Nile/Kunjin Virus Infection

· v.
Glanders

· vi.
Dourine

· vii.
Surra

· viii.
Equine Viral Arteritis

· ix.
Strangles

· x.
Salmonella Abortus equi

· xi.
Equine Rhinopneumonitis (EHV-1)

· xii.
Equine Rhinopneumonitis (EHV-4)

· xiii.
African Horse Sickness

· (b)
Tested at NVSL, USA (Samples sent on 27 Oct 10) –   
· 

i.
Equine Encephalomyelitis Eastern  (EEE)- Negative
· 

ii.
Western Equine Encephalomyelitis (WEE)- Negative 
·                       iii.
Venezuelan Equine Encephalomyelitis (VEE)- Negative to ELISA,  
·                                                                                                      High Titer for HI test
· (c)
Tested at CSIRO (Samples sent on 27 Oct 10) -  All Tests  Negative
· 

i.
Hendra Virus Infection

· 

ii.
Nipah Virus Infection

· 7.
The horses were negative to all the diseases tested above except for VEE which was tested in NVSL, USA.  VEE is a disease of horses prevalent in USA.  It has never been reported in India or Asia till date.  As per the agreement, VEE could have been tested by either of the following tests : HI or ELISA or CFT.  NVSL Lab had applied HI test, which is non-specific and may show cross-reactivity with other non-significant organisms.  Five of the horses had shown high antibody titre  to VEE by HI test on 03 Nov 10.  Due to its non-reliability, on the advice of Chinese Vets in India, more refined ELISA test was carried out by NVSL, USA on these samples and all of the horses were declared Negative for VEE on the night of 09 Nov 10.  However, AQSIQ did not take cognizance of Negative ELISA test report and based on previous HI test report, approved permission for only 3 Indian horses which were negative to HI report.  They further imposed 7 days post arrival quarantine for Indian horses which was never mentioned in the bilaterally agreed protocol. Altogether, a different  yardstick has been used for Indian horses an isolated from others to ensure is non participation in Asian Games.  
· 8
. Dr Graeme Cooke ,Director Veterinary Division, Federation of Equestrian Internationale (FEI) and Dr Alf Eckbert Fuessel,Director General ,SANCO,European Union (EU)(Also an international  authority and expert on these diseases)  strongly approved the health status of Indian horses based on the above lab reports and FEI, strongly directed AQSIQ China to review its decision, even set a deadline also (0730 hr/12 Nov 10 Chinese time) to issue permit to all 8 Indian horses. 
9. 
The Commission of European Union called it,’ clearly not a Veterinary reason’ and a big tragedy that Chinese have not allowed participation of Indian horses. Since the health and quarantine protocol was issued by AQSIQ with approval of Commission of European Union, the Commission has owned up that it ‘might have been a mistake from our side to group in our EU import conditions  American and Asian countries into the same sanitary group "C" , but it is absolutely clear and has never been doubted that WEE, EEE and VEE requirements apply to the Americas. Accordingly there was not even a requirement to test Indian horses for these diseases.
· 10. The People’s Republic of China was requested diplomatically also by Govt of India through multiple channels/Ministries as well as technical approach from Animal Husbandry Commissioner, Govt of India was also made.   However, AQSIQ has remained adamant and not ready to change their decision which is based on an old time non-reliable HI test report, fully ignoring the reliability of highly advanced ELISA test report, not adopting scientific interpretation as well as over sighting the clear clinical status report of the horses as regularly reported to them by their Chinese Vets located at Bangalore. China has also ignored the fact that VEE disease is not prevalent in India/Asia and is purely an exotic disease. 

· 10.
India has followed the stringent protocol set by China for its horses sincerely, meticulously and with utmost transparency and professional ethics.  Indian horses are ‘fit’ and ‘healthy’ for participation at 16th Asian Games.  It is because OF REASONS OTHER THAN VETERINARY (ENDORSED BOTH BY EUROPEAN UNION AND INTERNATIONAL EQUESTRIAN FEDERATION FEI) and deliberate misinterpretation of lab reports, biased and malicious approach on the part of AQSIQ China that all of the 8 Indian horses have not been given permit for entry into Guangzhou.(Documents supporting para 8 attached).

